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RUODODEIDRON AND CAMBLLIA GROUF

Sulletin No. 4 Decembor, 1977.

EDITORIAL

When the Group was re— formed last year, members were told that it was hoped
to produce four bulletins per year, and it is much régrctted that unforescen cir-
cumstances have frustrated this undertaking: it is fiftcen months since Bulletin
No. 1 was issued and seven months sinco Bulletin No. 3. We hope to do better in
the future; there is no shortage of material at pregenﬁ, but the Bulletin's

continuance does depend to some extent on members seﬁding contributions,

One casualty of this hiatus has been the Annusl General Meeting, arranged
for lst November in London; the agenda and papers were to go out with Bulletin
No. 4 at the end of September. Copies are now enclosed of the Chairman's Report,
Financial Statement and Draft Constitution, which were to have been cireulated
for discussion at the meeting., If there is sufficient demand, the meeting can
be re-convencd next spring; otherwise, it will bo‘tékcn as read', and the busi-
ness deferred to the autumn of 1978, Meanwhile, queries on the chairman's ro-
port, financial statement or draft constitution should be addressed to the
chairman,

Since the issue of Bulletin No. 3, the Honorary |Sceretary and Treasurer have
both moved house, and their addresses are now :

J. Waugh Owens Esq., Hon, Sec,, Jwbilee [Lodge, Yarpole,
near Leominster, Herefordshire, |

P. Bamford Esq., Hon. Treasurer, Dormy qouse, Thorpeness,
Leiston, Suffolk. |

Subscriptions for 1977-8 were due on lst Novembar, and any members in doubt
where to send thoir subscriptions may kindly send thom to Mr. Owens wi‘hout de-
lay, preferably by bankcr's order. Copies of 'Rhododendrons 1977, with Magnolias
and Camellias' are being sent out on the agsumption that members wish to renow
their subscriptions; any member receiving copies whd do not wish to continuc to
belong to the Group are asked to return them to the Hon. Secretary (unread).

i1t i8 very much regretted that the Honorary Treadurer has asked to be ro-
lieved. We are very grateful indecd to him for sesi g tho Group through ite re-
birth, and he is very kindly continuing for the time |being, until a successor
appears. Any member willing to volunteer for this (not very arduous) post is
asked to notify the chairman as scon as pogsible.

|
For the time being, material for the Bulletin (Js well as for the Annual)
may kindly be sent to the chairman at Lamellen, St. @udy, Bodmin, Cornwall,

PL30 3NR. Material for the Yearbook is required not [later than the end of April,
please; bulletin material is welcome at any time.

SPRING TOUR 1978

A number of members are already arranging their spring holidays, and have
been enquiring what plans the Group has for them, This year, a number of mem-
bers who came on the Sussex tour indicated that they Wwould have liked it to have
heen longer, and perhaps to have had accommodation and transport arranged for
them. The Committee thought that the Group might brdak new ground, or more
acoumataly tread the ground broken by the International Dendrological Society
two years ago, by visiting some notable rhododendronHGardens in South Wales and
on the Welsh border. A scout was therefore despatched to spy out the land a
month ago, and a very hospitable reception he had on bis vigit to ftwelve gardens
in four days. The result is a tour of seven gardens from the Gloucestershire
border, through Glamorgan to Pembrokeshire, and back ito the Herefordshire border,
immediately after the Rhododendron Show at the end of the Ffirst week in May. A
member of the Group has offered to arrange block bookings at hotels and, if re-
quired, a coach, probably starting from and roturning to Gloucester. MNembers
are entitled to resorve two placos, and do not have to participate in all four
days' visits. A more detailed note is attached, and full particulars will be
sent to those members who wish to participate. ‘



(HATRMAN'S ROVIEW

i lot has happened 815LC the issue of Bulletin No 3. 1 think tho

sussex tour cousd be rated a success, in spite of the rain; it was wall
pttended, and wo sSaw some lovely gardens and some marvellous rhododendrons and
cemellias, and were very hospitably eptertained to tea at South Lodge end at
Borde Hiil, a8 well as meeting each other. Very many thanks indeed to all our
kind hoste.  Mrs. La Croix has written up our tours for ihe Asustralien Rhododen=
dron Society's Quarterly in the past (and what & gplendid production this is),

apd T parsuaded hoer to let as publish her account of this year's tour in
1Rhododendrons, 1977' as well,

Speaking of the hustralian Rhododendron Society's Quartcrly, membors of

+he Group will be sorry to know that Mr. L. V. Beadlam, a regular contributor

to our yearbook, has given up the oditorship after a number of yoars, but he
tells me that this will leave him freer to contributo to our anmual, &8 well

as to tho imerican Rhododendron Socicty's Quarterly Bullctin, which has published
go many of his splendid photographs of rhododendrons.

The Rhododendron Show wag below standard this year, but this was componsi-

ted for in purt by a splendid lecturc by alan Hardy on the Ludlow & Sherriff
rhododendronsS.

Llan, and John Bond were responsible %00 for the first Rhododendron &
Camellia Group exhibit, at tho June show, to which & Aumber of members of the
Group contributed material, and we were vory pleasod indeed to be awarded the
Society's Gold Medal, at our first attompt. '

That same day, WO had a soeial ovening in tho New Hall, preceded by &
fapeinating lccture by Dr. James Cullen, Agsistent Kaeper of tho Royal Botanic
Gardon at Edinburgh, on the work in progress there on! the rovision of the
classification of the gonus Rhododendron. & tronscript of this appoars in the
annual.

Since tho appoarance of Bulletin No.3, two famous old men of the Rhododeon-
dron and Camecllia world have passod Ol Buan Cex of Glendoick was tho first %o
go, and heppily loaves & worthy successor in his son, Peter, 85 woll as &
1ovely garden, and sowe exquisite hybrid rhododendrond.

cowrie Waterhouse died in Auvgust, full of yoarséand honours, and the
cree tor of some of the best of the Lustralian hybrid‘camellias. He has 96, truly
the Grand 0l1d Man of Comellias, He ro-visitcd Englahd in 1975, and had an

audience with Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth The gueen Mothor on his 94th birthday.

1 feel very privileged o have known them both. Obituaries appear in
1Rhododendrons, 1977'. Ve had 2 crisis over the yearbook again, this time owing
to a surfoit of splendid material, and an unusually (high numbeT of new registra-
tions which have to be published, mainly from tho U{S.h., and the Group was asked
for a financial guarantec. I am happy to be able to state that the Group has now
taken over the R.H.S.'s stock of back numbers of the yearbook, and these ars ROV
available to membors from tho Secrotary at publisbed price: 1947 1948 43p

(a bargein); 1970, 1997 £1,50; 1973, 1974 95p; | 1976 £1.25. Plus 25p, O
cover packing and postage {in the British Isles).

T mentionod in Bulletin No.3 that that very distinguished gardener, my
neighbour Genoral Bric Harrison, was leaving Tremccr. He is now happily
ensconced at swallowficld Park in Berkshire, where 1 called on him rocently.

He declined my offer of a lift to tho Garden Socjoty dinncr as h wes shooting
phuasants next day, in gpite of three recently brokun ribs, but he will be back
in Cornwall at tho cnd of March, judging cemollias| ot tho Truro Show, and staying
with his successOr as Prosident of the Cormwall Ga&dcn Socioty. 1 am happy to
pe ablae to roport that Tremeer is in good hands, and that Mrs. Hopwood and

Dr. and Mrs. Haslam will shortly be taking up rogidonco, and have agsured me
that this gplendid garden will be kept up, end continuc to be opcned to the
public, though not porhaps very much in 1978.



BHODODENDRON CULTIVAR  ULJIES

Additions to the Internatiscnal Rhodedendron Register are published annually
by the Royal Horticultural Society in the Rhododondroa Yearbook (now the annual
'Rhododendrons, 197., cte', but the register has not Ween revised since 1958,

The American Registrar therefore has now compiled a list of Rhododendron Culiivar
names registered since then, with refercnces to descriptions published in the
yearbook or the fmerican Rhododendron Socicty's Quarterly Bulletin, This is
obtainable from the American Rhododendron Scciety, price 1 dollar, or a bulk
order could be placed for membors of the Group, on application to the Hon, Scc,

BOOK REVIEW - 'Hybrids ard Hybridiszors!

Harrowood Books of Newtown Square, Pennsylvania have produced a beautifully
illustrated book under this title about the rhododendron hybrids which were being
rade between 1925 and 1950 in the Bastern United States, by Charles Owen Dexter,
Joseph Gable, Guy Nearing, B, Y, Morrison and others., |Dextor crossed some of
the Van Nes and Watercr hybrids, obtained from Veitch of Exeter, with decorum,
discolor, fortunei, gricrsonianum, and hacmatodes, on a vast scale, and was
producing 10,000 svedlings annually in his woodland nursery at Sandwich, Massa-
chusetts, which were later flooding the market. In 1950, the American Rhododen-—
dron Society sponsored a distinguished committce to survey all the Dexter hybrids
in cultivation and select the best for propagation and tecsting, and this book
deals with the results and the work of othor comtemporhry hybridists in the
Eastern United States. :

THE CONSERVATION .ND DISTRIBUTICN OF RaRE SPECIES .ND CHOICE HYBRIDS

Since the Rhododendron and Camellia Group was rc-organised, the chairman
has received some cxtremely interesting coumunications from members of tho Group
on these two comnccted subjects, and it is only regret&cd that lack of time and
staff has preventcd somo of them being acknowledged. [They have not so far been
published because there is a considerable overlap in what they say, and becausc
they reflect the lines on which the committeco had alroady been thinking.

&L paragraph in Bulletin No.2 in February 1977 indicated that immediate
gteps were being token, the appointment of o co-ordinsator, Mr, John Sanders,
who would collate members' 'wants' with offers of matgrial, and would build up
a register of the choicer and less common plants, from which he would be able
to advise members where plants they wanted could be oﬂtaincd. Mr. Sanders
reports however that so far he has rececived disappointingly few offers or
requests,

The vicw was expressed that some of the owners of rarc plants might be
reluctant to supply propagating material to inexperichced propagators, and to
meet this difficulty offers have been received from a well-known specialist
nursery, and from a national garden, to propagate materisl of plents not in
commerce, for members of the Group.

& further step is now being token, the compilation of a register of 'award
plants', and of plants whose collector's numbors nro known with cortainty, wilh
a view to forming reservoirs for the conscrvation of rarce and choice plants,
and providing material for propagation to specific organisations to distribute,
In duec course, members of the Group, and othcrs in the United Kingdom, will be
asked to say what plants of this character are in their possession, and whether
they would be willing to make propagating material available.

The following is a selection of extracts of membérs' views:

(a) Mr. G. a. Judson writes: "ill growers of specics rhododendrons should
be invited to give a list of species which they grow, and from which they
would be prepared, on mutually agreed terus, to supply matericl for pro-
pagation, e.g. cuttings, layers, selfed sced or small complete plants,
This would include members of the Rhodedcndron Group, owners of large
estates, Botanic and Royal Gardens and nursoryncn; all data to be card-
indexcd under names of species, Then, any anateur or nurscryman wanting
plants or propagating material of a particular spccies could apply to the
Hon. Sec, and, on payuent of a swall fee to cover postage and other expcnses,
would be given pariiculars of sourccs from which, ho could obtain propagating
naterial."
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(b) Mr. 4. G, Kenneth, after describing some rare and outstanding rhododen-—
drons in his possession, urges that really good forms of plants of this
nature should be propagated by specialist nurserymen, and that we should
not be so irrecsponsible as to risk losing what%the plant hunters got at
the cost of such exertion and at times personal denger. Perhaps the
retention of the best forms could bq?valid objoctive of national botanic
gardens, At least, it seems worth considering the possibility.

(e¢) Mr. R, Dudley—Cooke (Organiser, Wessex Branch) after pointing out that a
considerable number of outstanding rhododendrons are not available in
commerce, goes on to say that "one is naturally hesitant to ask owners of
the larger gardens,... for plants or propagating material.,.. It should be
possible for the co-ordinator to write to all major owners and ask for thoir
co-operation in making avaeilable a list of plants that they would be prepared
to supply to members of the Group..., Thure must be a considerable number of
persons who wish to put together a collection of gpeeies and hybrids and,
whilst purchasing considerable numbers through the trade.... are daunted by

the fact that a great number of the best rhododcndrons are not in any event
available

hr, Dudley-Cooke has also drafted a Codc of Practice for the exchange
of propagating matcrial between owners and nurserymen &8 a basis for dis-
cussion, which might also be applicable for other groups of plants,

(d) Mz.Dang E. Mayers offers the following resolutions:

I. Be it resolved that the Rhododendron and Camellia Group shall nominate
one or morc commercial nurseries and/or privato gardens to obtain
cuttings and/or secd of rhododendrons and |camellias not presently
available in the trade for propagation anq sale to members of the
Rhododendron and Camellia Group, and that such nurseriecs and/or
brivate gardens shall be officially designated to act in this manner,

II. That the Rhododendron and Camellia Group shall make a formal approach
to the National Trust with a view to obtaining from .the Netional
Trust permission for those nurscrios designated for the purposc to
obtain propagating material from rhodendrdns and camellias of unusual
horticultural value and botanical interest growing in the gardens
belonging to andadministered by the National Trust.

|

SYMPGSIUM ~ SIX FAVOURITE RHODODENDRONS |

In Bulletin No.1, members werc invited to resp#nd to the fellowing inguiry:

"You arc moving to a garden with ideal growing lconditions for rhodo-
dendrons, but you only have room for six plantg - gpeciles or hybrids,
Which six would you choose, and why?"

Twelve contributions were received, and threc of thesc have becn published
in the Annual, with a summary. Four more are published now, and it is heoped to
include the remainder in the next bulletin.

(4) Mr. F. S, Butt, Northwood, Middlescx

My choiee is as follows:

1. Hybrid, Rhododendron Loderi 'King George'
This magnificent shrub provides attractive flowcrs both in bud
(pink) and when fully open (whitc), which also gives a delight-
ful fragrance. I find this hybrid flowers very freely and ndver
fails to arouse admiration from everyonc who sces it. I con-
sidor that it would be difficult to find an equal os a showpicce,
particularly at the far end of a garden.,
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2, BSpeecies. Rhododendron soulei
The form of this specics is so delieate and beautiful, oven ouit
of flower, that it descrves a location in any garden. The saucor-
shaped rosc pink flowers are given very freely every year. My
wife cuts flowers from her every spring and the form is not spoilt,
mainly because of the fairly lonse habit of this shrub,

,1{ 3. Hybrid, Lady Chamborl&ig

, I would choose this particular hybrid bocanse of its superb droop-
i ing trusses of orange yellow vendant-shaped flowers, 4lthough I

?I find that it does not flower quite so froqﬁently as one would like,
when it does flower the results are so attractive that one forgives
its periodical lapscs, Lady Chamberlain nqeds to be set, if
possible, on rising ground - preferably ona western loecation to
enable one to look up to the flower trussod in front of evening
sunlight - the offect of such light on theiflowors is dramatic,

4. Speeics - Rhododendron yvakusgimanum
No gardcn, large or small, should be without this unusual species,
It is normally modest in sizo in most cases and yet provides a
profusion of flowers all over during floworing time. The buds arc
delicately coloured pink, developing into graceful boll-ghapod
white flowers, The underside of the lcaves| arc covered with the
smooth fawn colouved indumen tum,

5, Species - Rhododendron wardii
L8 a contrast in colour to those mentioncd before, this specics
offcrs o distinet lemon yellow bell shoped flower which acts as
a distinet foil to the rich green leaves ofitho shrub., This rhodo-
dendron can achieve a fairly large staturc dnd is therefore a usc-~
ful background shrub, The flovers arc proddcod freely most years
and although it flowcrs early in fpril, it decms to survive frosts
very well, ‘

' |
]

6. Hybrid - Ladv Malcolm Stewart
My wife was given a young specimen of this hybrid (Tally Ho x
Purple Splendour) from the late Mr. {idams Adton who raised it - I
belicve over 30 ycars ago. The colour of the flowers aro rich
cerimson and the trusses are normally 5 to 6 dnches across, Again,
this hybrid is a very recliable flowerer cvery yecar, This shrub
flowers late in our gardan, at the cnd of JUFO'

The selection of the above rhododendrons covers a flowcring period
from early april (wardii and souloi), through May (Loderi), early June
(Lady Chamberlain and yakusimanun) to late Junc with the last of the
six (Lady Malcoln Stewart).

I would add that all these rhododendrons are|hardy and, in addition,
neone of them have suffered at all following the $overe drought conditions
of last swner (1976). However up to the time o$ water restrictions, wator
was freoly provided.

(B) Mr. R. Dudloy—Cooko. Farnhan, Surrey (Organiser, Wessex Branch)

The terms of roference are such that personal prdference is sought
rather than a balanced selection based upon the rfeed to reprosent an
even selection of colour range, leaf shape, shape of bush and length

of flowering period, ‘ ]

There appears in addition to be no climatic rostriction, thus enabling
the inclusion of the more tender varieties, Having mode these assump-
tions, I inmediately procesded to write out a list of those rhododen-
drons which were an absolute necesgity for inelusion. The total num-
bered thirty two. 4ifter further consideration and with no certainty

in my mind I finally reached a short list of twelve and I reluctantly
discarded the following -~ 'Cornish Cross', mainly because in my

final list of six I had other rhododendrons flowéring at this time -
'Trelissick Salmon' - a very beautiful and large coral pink and white,
but it is not in comuerce and I have been unable to persuads the gardener
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at Trelissick to take an air layer for ne.

R.hyperythrun - 'Polar Bear' and 'Boauty of Trehiough' - again because
other rhododendrons were in flower at the sano tine and finally 'Royal
Flush, Caerhays Pink',

The final list of six was therefore: f

R.pseudochrysanthun This is a delightful!small plant with a very
interesting leaf shaﬁe clothing the plant $o
the ground covered in scason with two tone

pink and whitc bells! The general habit and

the delicacy of the flowers nake this a nust,

R, '"Tyermannii! There is a nagnificent specimen of this

(formosum x nuttallii) hybrid at Glendurganiin Cormwall, growing in
the open and naking i perfectly domed bush,
which I would estimate to be approximately
eight feet high, clothed to the ground, The
flowers are a perfect white trumpet with
pinkish coppery markings and with a nagnifi-~
cent scent, Both thd flower shape and the
scent are reuwiniscent of Liliun regale. This
rhododendron wins onlall counts as to shape,
flowers and scent, g

R.'Bow Bells! I have a particular fuscinution for R,will-
(Corona x williomsionun)  iausianun ond its uany hybrids, mainly for the
flower shape and the shape of the oval leaf
which it appears to pﬂss on to wost of its
progeny. I was teupted to choose the spaecics
itself but finally opted for 'Bow Bells' in
slight preference to |"April Glow' ('Wilgens
Ruby!' x williamsianu;b.
R.Loderi 'Vcnus!' Mainly for the sheeszize of the bloon and
(fortunei x griffith- the very delicate shddo of pink, the shape of
ianum) the bell and again tﬂe goeneral outline of the
shrub. This hybrid is scented but is not in
the sang class as '"Tycrmannii'.

R.'Vanessa Pastel!, This is a colour break frou the preceding,
(Soulbut x griersonianun) being a biscuit saluo pink, and was choscon
for colour and for thF overall effect of the
shrub when in flower,| whon every bloom appears
to have a differcnce din colour from its neigh-
bour. E
'Naomi Asterte! was the other choice in this
particular category, but I chose the Vanossa
Pastel for its June flowering,

R.'Leonore! Lastly a very late flbwering rhododendron

(auriculatun x kyawi) to extend the season. I an very addicted
to the late flowering sorts, as the season
cannot be too long aﬁk sceing a rhododen-~
dron such as this in flowor in July gives,
in addition to its great beauty with loocse
trusses of pink flowoﬁs, a feeling of
having cheated the sehsons.,

On reading the list through, I can almost hear the ery "what no reds,
yellows or blues!" Wy only answor is that in ny original thirty two
there wore, but uy natural preference is for pinks and white and
counbinations of those eolours, which prucluded & nore objective approach
when choosing only six rhodendrons, I an also conscious of having
failed to include such nagnificent spocies as Ripacabeanun or gino-
grande, and for not having provided a really early flowerer, which is
such a welcone sight at that time of year, ;
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Mr. G, i, Judson. Bxnouth

This question prescnis agenising deeisicns for any gardonor tc be

faced with, conparable with these ficed by the nusic-loving e..staway

in the Hadio Prograiiro "Desert Island Disce", With great reluctance,

I have decided to rule out all the nojostic giants, such as arboroun,
ginogrande, nacabcanuri, and cven the suporb, scénted 'Loderis! - in

ny opinion, the finest hybrids ever raised — and. likewise the charning
niniatures like trichestonun, scintillans, lepidotun, cte., and confine
oy attenticns to mediun simed rhododendrons, suitable for the average
nodest sized gorden of today. 4lso, I have included only plants
reasonably ceasily cbtainable fron specialist rhododendren growers, and
sternly rcjected the temptation to include one er two hybrids of ny own
raising, such as R,'0live Judson', one of uy favourites, even though
they nay be starting to becone available in the trade. Having laigd
down these sclf-inposed linitations, here then are ity chosen six plants,

1. Rhodendron 'Olive', (moupinense x dauricun)
I wust have one really early rhododendron to start the season,
and here we have an excellent plant, surprisingly little known,
which ey be described as an inproved R.Praccox', with larger,
paler and nore salver-shaped blocms, lilac,rose, blooming
successionally frow January to March when the weather is open.

2. Rhododendron 'Elizabeth', F.C.C. (forrostii v.ropens X _grierscnianum)
Too well known to need description, its nasses of cloar bright red
bloous give a fine display in the second half of April, on a bush
usually of uodest sizo — a plant that sust be well wotered in dry
weather,

3. Rhododendron davidsonianwa, F,C.C.
4 bush of upright habit with a profusion of dainty deep pink
flowers with crinson narkings in the throat, in nid-April to carly
May, which gives o good show year after yoar without fail.

4. Rhododendron cinnabarinun, v.roylei 'Magnificun!
A shrub somewhat sinilar in nabit to R.davidsonianun; its aromatic
glaucous foliage is attractive at any scason, but when it is in full
bleon in late May or June, with its graceful pondent waxy bells of
deep plun-crimson, bearing a whitish bloom like that on e ripe plun,
it is a plant that always attracts aduoiring |attenticn. The blooms
are perhaps oven nore striking when 1lit up frori behind by the sun,
like glowing ecrbers. :

5. Rhododendron burcavii
A shrub to be grown for its striking foliage, dark green above, with
a foxy red, suede-like indumentwi beneath, !It is also a fine sight
when the year's young growth appears, with éilky golden hairs, The
bloons, white flushed pink, with brown specldes in the throat, are
also quite attractive, though it tends to ba rather shy flowering,
particularly when young. ‘

6., Rhododendron 'Princess Llice' (ciliatun x adgoworthii)
I love the tendor scented rhododendrons of the Maddenii and Edge-
worthii series, particularly ciliiealyx, ond of the uost beautiful
of all rhododendrons, but alas very tonder. | R,'Princess 4lice' is
uuch hardier, and though lacking the exquisite beauty of R.cilii-
calyx, is very attractive, with its hairy dqu green foliage and
its delicate pinky white, spicily scented b%ooms in April-May,

Mr. Richard Murcott, East Norwich, N.Y.

First, I would take yakushimanun, Exbury foru. Its hardiness, growth
characteristics, beauty in leaf, flower and now growth all cowmbine to
nake it the rost spectacular plant wo can grow on the East Coast of the
USa, The Exbury furn is chosen, perhaps out of igneorance of all the
other cloncs being grown, because I fecl it is tho best example of the
true species, being supericr, I beliove, to the FCC form which produces
reuarkably different secedlings when selfed. The Exbury clone's selfed
secdlings are all very siuilar to cach other and to the nother plant,
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Second, I would choose 'Gi Gi'. This is a Doxter hybrid which
has everything, Plant habit is super, leavds attractive and the
flowers, borno abundantly, burn the nounded plant into a red naster—
picce. Hardinoss is top-uotch just in caso‘our new fantasy garden
doesn't quite have perfect weathor, 5

Thirdly, '"Whoatley', Created here in Jong Island by Howard Phipps,
it is the best pink we have. Fully hardy with o high perfect truss of
pink, alive with a white throat, this cultivar nover disappoints, It is
sonewhat open growing end will tend to becono a large plant, so I'd plant
it in the rear of tho bed, '

|

Fourth would be 'Seedling of Painted Star', This unnaned scedling
is one of the best Hardgrove hybrids, A4 1 lge, full, rounded truss of
cediun yellow with a perfect collar of bright green leaves nakes this
one of ny favorites, 1

Now I'n going to have to bring along aﬁ lcaat one of ny own sced-
lings. I'd chooso TT45. This is a picotec irhododendron. Tho flower is
white with a bright pink edge on the corolld, Sonewhat slow growing, it
has pretty good plant habit, {

Lastly, 'Scintillation', One of Mr, Dexter's best creations, A4
very lively pink on an inpeccable plant, i "Wheatloy' isn't our best
pink, then 'Seintillation' certainly is. 1Y received its name because
of the scintillating color of its flowcrs. ‘

I expect that by now wost of Ly Britisﬂ readers are scratching their
heads wondering where I got these nanes froq, as I oxpect that none of
theu are known in Great Britain, Well, I wqguld highly recommend then to
you, no uatter how uild your clinate, or for that natter how tough. (0On
the strength of this, Mr. Murcott very kindly scnt the chairuen cuttings
of 'Gi Gi', 'Scintillation' and 'Wheatley', which rooted under nist with
bottom heat, and were potted up after six ndnthg. That they cannot
exactly be described uas flourishing now only roflects the chairuan's lack
of skill as a propagator)

a
|
|
E



RHODODENDRON  AND CAMELLIA GROUP

SPRING _TQUR 1978 -~ SOUTH WALES

Arrangements have noy been made for merbers of ‘the Group to visit gardens in

South Wales and on the English border in the first week of May, immediately after
the Rhododendron Show in 1978, Leaving Londen at teatime on the First day of the

show, which will be on Wednesday, 3rd May, it should !be possible to be at the
Severn Bridge on the My in a couple of hours., The first garden te be visited is

five gardens ip Monmouthshire, Glamnrganshire and Pembrokeshire,

there follow
and the last

garden on Sunday, 7th May, is just back in Bngland, in Herefordshire, Three

nights will be spent in Wales,

Thursday (1) issemble at Lydney Park, Iydney " 10 am
4th May (Chepstow 9; Gloucester 19) ;

Lunch at Lydney Park,

(2)  The Yew Iree, Lydart, nr. Monmouth | 2.30 pm

(about 18 miles)

Block booking fer night at the Postl

House, Cardiff (36 miles)
Friday (3)  Visit pare Cefn-On, Iisvane {(3m.) 9430 am
5th May

Lunch at the post House,

(&) Visit Penllyn Castle, Cowbridge (15m) 2.3¢ pm
Madeira with Mr. and Mrs. Cory
Block booking for night at Haver.
Pordwest (81m. Lh8/8k0), |

Saturday (5) Visit Picton Castle (7m.) 1C.00 am
6th May

Lunch at Bush Inn, Llandissilio (5ml)

(6) Visit Blackaldern, Narberth (Em.) 2.30 pm

Tea at Blackaldern,

Spend night probably at Llandridnod [We1ls

or Builth Wells (70m.)
Sunday (7)  Visit Hergest Croft, Kington (21m) | 10.00 an
7th May Lunch at Hargest Croft

Disperse 4 pm,

ML R

by kind invitation
of Viscount Bled-
islne,

by kind invitation
of' Lt.Com, fnthony
Collett,

By kind invitation
of the City of
Cardiff,

By kind invitation
of Christopher
Cory Esgq.

By kind invitation
of Major the Hon.
R.H. Philips anq
Lady Marion Philips

By kind invitation
of Mrs. de Quincey

By kind invitation
of R.A. Banks Esq,
and W.L.Banks Esq.

Will members of the Group kindly let the Secretary know, not later than 15th
February, whether they intend to take part, for the whole or part of the tour, and
whether they prefer to make their own arrangements fo accomnodation apd for trans-
port, or would like +o take advantage of block bookings at hotels, and a coach

probably leaving Gloucester about 9 am on Thursday, 4th May, and

returming there

about 5.30 pm on Sunday, 7th? Also whether they would like a lecture/discussion
to be arranged one evening, probably at the Post House at Cardiffe

(Proforma

overleaf)



