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EDITORIAL 

When the Group was re- formed l ast year, member~ wore told t hat it was hoped 
to produce four bulletins per year , and it is much r qgrotted tha t unforesuon cir­
cumdances have frustrated this undert aking: it is ~ifteen months s ince Bulletin 
No. 1 was i ssued and seven months s inco Bulletin No . 

1
3. We hope to do better in 

the future; there is no shortage of material at pre~ent, but the Bulletin' s 
continuance does depend to some extent on membors se4ding contributions . 

One casualty of this hiatus has been the Annual General Meeting, arranged 
for 1st November in London; the agenda and papers w1re to go out with Bulletin 
No. 4 at the end of September. Copies ar e now enclosed of the Chairman's Report, 
Financial Statement and Draft Constitution, which we1e to havo been circul&ted 
for discussion at the meeting. If there is sufficio4t demand , the mee ting can 
be re-convened next spring ; otherwise, it will bo't4ken as r ead', and the busi­
ness deferred to the autumn of 1978 . .Meanwhile, queries on the chairman ' s re­
port, financial statement or draft cons titution s hould be addressed to the 
chairman. 

I 
Since the issue of Bulletin No. 3, the Honorary ;Socrctary and Treasurer have 

both moved house, and their addresses are now : 
J. Waugh Owens Esq., Hon. Soc., Jubilee !Lodge , Yarpol o, 
near Leominster, Herefordshire . 
P. Bamford Esq., Hon. Treasurer, Donny ~ousc, Thorpenoss , 
Leisten, Suffolk. i 

Subscriptions for 1977-6 wore due on 1st Novemb 1r, and any members in doubt 
whore to send their subscriptions may kindl y send t h m to Mr. Owens wi ";hallt do­
lay, preferably by banker's order. Copies of 'Rhoda endrons 1977 , with Magnolias 
and Camellias' are being sent out on tho assumption hat members wish to renew 
their subscriptions ; any member receiving copies wh do not wish to continua to 
belong to the Group aro asked to r e turn them to the on. Secretar y (unread) . 

~t is very much rogrottod that the Honorary Trca uror has asked to be r e­
lieved. We are very grateful indeed to him for eooj. g tho Group through ite re­
birth, and he is very kindly continuing for the time being , until a successor 
appears. Any memDer willing to volunteer for this ( ot very arduous) post i s 
asked to notify the chairman as soon us pos sible, I 

For the time being, material for the Bulletin (, s well as for the Annual) 
may kindly be sent to tho cha irman at Lamollen, St. udy, Bodmin, Cornwall, 
PL3O 3NR. Material f or the Yearbook is required not l ater than the end of April , 
please; bulletin materia l is welcome at any time. I 

SPRI NG TOUR 1978 
A number of members are already arranging their spring holidays, and have 

been enquiring what plans the Group has for them. This year, a number of mem­
bers who came on the Sussex tour indicated that they Mould have liked it to have 
been longer, and perhaps to have had accommodation and transport arranged for 
them. The Committoo thought that the Group might brciak new ground, or mor e 
4cou~at4ly tread the ground broken by the Internatio¥1 Dendrological Society 
two years ago, by visiting some notable rhododendron gar dens in South Wales and 
on tho Welsh border. A scout was therefore despatche~ to spy out the l and a 
month ago, and a vory hospitable reception he had on ~s visit to twelve gardens 
in four days. The r esult is a tour of seven gardens ~rom the Gloucestershire 
border, through Glamorgan to Pembrokeshire, and back ~o the Herefordshire border, 
i mmediately after tho Rhododendron Show at t he ond o~ the first week in May. A 
member of the Group has offered to arrange block book;ings at hotels and, if r e ­
quired, a coach, probably starting from and returning to Glouces ter. J\Iembers 
are entitl~d to resorvo two placos, a nd do not have to participate in all four 
days' visits. A more detailed note is att ached , and full particul ars will bo 
sent to those raembers who wish to participate. 

t- - · - ·- - · ·-- ---.~-
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.lBAIRMliN'S REVIEW 

I i, lot has happened si:,u, ~hv :;_.;,sue ( f Bullct~.T.l No 3. r think the 

Sussa:z: tou= cm.G.u bu rated. a success, in spite of tho rain; it was well 

att~ndod, and Wu saw somo lovel y gardona an~ some marvellous rhododendrons and 

camellias, and wore very hospitably enterta ined to tea a+, South Lodgu and at 

Borde Hill, as well as meeti ng each other. Very many thanks i ndc0d to all our 

kind hosts . · Mrs . La Croix has wri tton up our t ours for the .lrnstrulian Rhododen­

dron Society's quar terly in t~u past (and what a splendid production t hi s is), 

and I p,3,,suaded hc:r to l ot .is publish her account of this year' s tour j_n 

'Rh~dodendrons, 1977' as well . 

SpP.aking of t he .l,us tralia:i Rhododendron Socie°bJ I s Quar t0rly, memb<cirs of 

'.;ho Group will bo s orry to know that Mr. A. W. H(.)adlruu, a r egular contributor 

to our yearbook, has given up the editors hip after a numb,-ir of years , but he 

tells me that this will l eave him freer to contribute to our annual , as well 

as to the i,morican Rhododendron Society ' s Qllllr tc:rly Bullc, tin, which has published 

so many of his splendid phot0graphs of rhododendrons . 

Tha Rh0dodendron Show w~~ below standard thi s yoar, but this was compensa­

ted for in p!.,.rt by a splendid l ecture by .i,l an Hardy on tho Ludlow & Sherriff 

rhododendrons. 

~lan, and John Bond wore responsibl e too for t he :firs t Rhododendron & 

Camellia Group exhibit, a t tho June show, to which a tlumbc:r of mvmber s of the 

Group contributed material, and we w~re vory pl easod indeed to be awarded tho 

Society's Gold Medal, at our first attompt. 

That so.mu day, wo had a socia l ovoning in tho Nm1 Hall, procodod by a 

fascinating l e;cturo by Dr. Jamos Cullen, assistant Koopor of tho Royal Botanic 

Gardon at Edinburgh, on tho work in progross ther e on: the r e:vi s i on of the 

classification of tho genus Rhododendron. a trunscript of this appear s in the 

annual. 

Sinco tho appoar uncu of Bullotin No.3, two famous old men of the Rhododen­

dron and Camellia world havo passed on. Euan Cvx of :Glondoick was tho first to 

go, and happily l oaves a worthy successor in his son, Peter, as woll as a 

lovoly garden, and some -oxquisite hybrid rhododondr o~s . 
I 

Gowrio Waterhouse died in August, full of years / and honours, und the 

croe cor of some of tho bo s t of too l, us tralian hybrid camellias . He has 96 , truly 

the Grand Old Man of Ca.mulliaa . He ro-vi .sitod EngJ.$d in 1975, and had an 

audience with Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth The Queen ;fothor on his 94th birthday. 

I feel very privilogod to havo known them both.' Obituaries appear in 

'Rhododendrons, 1977'. \;o had a crisis over the yearbook again, this time owine 

to a surfeit of splendid material, and an unusually /high number of now r egistra­

tions which havo to be published, mainly from tho U S. !,. , and the Group was uskod 

for a financia l guarantee. I am happy to bo abl o t? s t a to that the Group has nm1 

t aken over the R.H.S. 'a s tock of back number s of t he yearbook, and these ar o now 

availablo to members f r om the Secretary at publishod prico: 1947 1948 43p 

(a bargain); 1970, l-9?r £1.50; 1973, 1974 95p; i 1976 £1. 25. Plus 25p, to 

cover packing and postage (in the British I s l es) . 

I men tioned in Bulletin No. 3 that t hat very distingui shed gardener, my 

noighbour Genera l Eric Harrison, was loaving Tremoor. He i s now happily 

ensconced at Swallowfic ld Park in Berkshiro, wher e I cal led on him r ecently. 

Ho declinod my offer of a lift to tho Garden Socioiy dinner as he wfis shooting 

ph~asants next day, in spito of throe rocontly brof~n ribs , but he will be back 

in Cornwall at tho ond of March, judging crunollis.s o.t tho Truro Shm1, und s t ayinf 

with his succ~ssor as Prosidont of the Cornwall Gakdcn Socioty. I am happy to 

bo ablG to report t hat Tr emoer is i n good hands , and tha t .Mrs. Hopwood and 

Dr. and Mrs. Haslam will shortly be taking up r osidcnco , and have assurod me 

t hat this splendid garden will be kept up , and continuo to be opened to t he 

public, though not porhaps ver y much in 1978 . 
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1/ RHODODENDRON CULUV,Jl iI,'J'tE~ 

Additions to the Intornaticnnl Rhododendron Rogistcr arc published annu.::lly 
by the Royal Horticulturul Society in •the Rhododondroil Yearbook (now the a nnual 
'Rhododendrons, 197., ctc', but the registor has not lfeen revised since 1958. 
The American Registrar therefore has now compiled u list of Rhododendron Cultivar 
names rogistered since then, with references to descriptions publishud i n the 
yearbook or the .American Rhododendron Society's Quarterly Bulletin. 'I'his is 
obtainable from the American Rhododendron Society, prica 1 dollar, or a bulk 
order could be placed for members of the Group, on applica tion to the Hon. Soc. 

BOOK REVIEW - 'Hybrids and Hy~ridi~• 

Harrowood Books of Newto,:n Square, Pennsylvania have producod a beautifully 
illustrated book under this title about the rhododondrqn hybrids which were being 
made between 1925 and 1950 in the Eastern United State.s, by Charles Owen Dextor, 
Joseph Gable, Guy Nearing, B. Y. Morrison and others. I Dexter crossed some of 
the Van Nes and \·laterer hybrids, obtained from Veitch of Exeter, with decorum, 
discolor, fortunei, _griorsonianum, and haematodes, on µ vast scale, and~;;;­
producing 10,000 suodlings annually in his woodland ni4'sory at Sandwich, Massa­
chusetts, which wore later flooding the ma.rket, In 1950, the American Rhododen­
dron Society sponsored a distinguished committee to survey all the Dexter hybrids 
in cultivation and select tho bost for propagation andi t0sting, und this book 
duals with the results and the work of othor comtcmpor~ry hybridis ts in the 
Eastern Uni tcd Stutes. • 

THE CONSBRVli.TION ,.ND Dlti'l'RIBUTION OF Ri1Il.E SPECIES ,dID CHOICE HYBRIDS 

Since the Rhododendron and Camellia Group was ro'-orgunisod, the chairman 
has received some oxtreinely interesting coummnications: from munbors of the Group 
on these two connected subjects, and it is only regret\od that luck of time and 
staff has prevented somo of thorn being uckno1·1ledged. !J'hoy have not so far been 
published because thoro is a considerable overhp in what they say, and because 
they reflect the lines on which the committoo had alro:ady been thinking. 

A paragraph in BullGtin No.2 in February 1977 in~icated that i1maediute 
steps WPro being taken, the appointment of a. co-ordinoitor, Mr. John Sanders , 
who would collate members' 'wants' with offers of mat9riul, and would build up 
a register of the choicer and less common plants, fro~ which ho would be able 
to advi'le members where plants they wanted c ould bo o taincd. Mr . Sanders 
repor+,s however that so far he has received disappoin ingly few offers or 
requests, 

I 
The view was expressed that some of the owners o~ r are plants might be 

reluctant to supply propagating material to in0xperioricdl.propagators, and to 
meet this difficulty offers have been received from a :well-known specialist 
nursery, and from a national garden, to propagate ma.t.:/riu l of pl::mts not in 
commerce, for members of t he Group. 

1. further stop is now being token, the compilation of a register of ' nwurd 
plants 1 , and of pl!mts whoso collector' ll nurnborfl 11ro ltnown w·i th enr t11111 t.v, ~d 1.11 

a view to forming reservoirs for tho consorva tim1 of r aro a nd choice plants, 
and providing mnterial for propagation to specific organisations to distribute, 
In duo course, mombors of the Group, and others in the United Kingdom, will be 
asked to say wha t plants of this character aro in tht:ir possession, and whether 
they would be willing to make propagating material avljl,ilable. 

' ; 
The following is u soloction of extracts of ru0mbGrs' views: 

I 

(a) Mr. G. A. Judson writes: "All growers of species rhododendrons should 
be invited to give a l is t of species which they grow, and from which they 
would be prepared, on mutually agreed ter1:s, to 1?Upply ma toriul for pro­
pagation, e.g. cuttings, layors, selfed seed or small complete pL~nts. 
This would include mocbcrs of the Rhododendron Group, owners of l ar go 
estates, Botanic and Royal Gardens and nursorymon; all <latu t o be card­
indexed wider nru:10s of species, Then, any ru.iateur or nursorymun wanting 
plants or propagating material of a particular _spocies could apply to tho 
Hon. Sec. and, on payriiEmt of a s mall fee to cover ·. pos t age and other expenses , 
would be given particula r s of sources from which. ho could obtain propagating 
raa terial. 11 



I 
(b) Mr. 1,., G. Kenneth, o.fter rloscribing soi;ic r m•,c; and out,;,tru1ding rhododen­drons i n his possession, urgc:J that reall y good forms of pl ants of this 

nature shoul d bo propaga tc➔<l by specialist nursprymon, and th11 t we should 
not be so ir.rr;•sponsiblc as to .r.isk losing what

1 
the plo.nt hunters got nt 

the cost of such exertion and a t tiioos porsona~ danger . Perhaps the 
retention of the best forms could b0Jvalid objpctive of national botnnic 
gardens. At least , it seems ,,1orth considering the possibility. 

(c) Jllr. R, Dudl2y;-Cooke (Organiser, Wessex Branch) , after pointing out that n 
considerable number of outstanding rhododendrons are not avnilable i n commerce, goes on to say that "one is naturally hesitant to ask owners of 
the larger gardons .... for plants or propnga ting ma torial. . .. It should be 
possible for the co-ordinator to write to all }llEljor owners and ask for their 
co-operation in making available a list of plants that they would be prepared to supply to members of the Group .... Thvre must be a considerable number of 
persons who wish to put t ogether a collection of species and hybrids and, 
whilst purchasing considerable numbers through the trade .. . . are daunted by the fact that u great number of the best rhodoc;lc:ndrons are not i n any event available." 

hr. Dudluy-Cooko hao also drafted a Code of Practice for th0 exchange of propagating mate:rial between owners and nurserymen us a basis for dis­
cussion, which might also be applicablu for otl~er g:i.·oups of plants. 

(d) lll;.Dw E. Marn offe rs the following resolutions: 

I. Bo it resolved that tho Rhododundron and damollia Group shall nominate 
one or more commercial nurseries and/or p~ivato gardens to obtain 
cuttings and/or seod of rhododendrons and\camcllias not prosc.ntly 
availablo in the trade for propagation an4 sale to members of tho 
Rhododendron and Camellia Group, and that 1such mu·sorios and/or 
private gardons shall be officially desig~atod to act in this manner. 

II. That the Rhododendron and Camellia Group shall muke a formal approach 
to the Nu tional 'l'rus t with a view to obta:i;ning from the National 
Trust permission for those nurseries dl-si ~natcd for the pur pose to 
obtain propagating mattJria l Ifrom rhodendrons and camellias of unusuul 
horticultural valm, and botanical intoresl growing in the gardens belonging to aroadministerod by the Natio al Tr~st. 

SYMPOSIUM - SIX FAVOURITE RHODODEJW..E.Ql§. 

In Bulletin No. 1 , members wore invited to respJnd to the following inquiry: 

"You arc moving to a gc..rden with ideal growing \cendi tions for r hodo­
dendrons, but you only have room for six plants - species or hybrids. 
Which six would you choose, and why?" I 

Twelve contributions were received, and three o, these have been published in the 1,nnual, with a summary. Four m:>re arc published now, and it is hoped to include the remainder in the next bulletin. 

(A) Mr. F. S, Butt, Northwood, Middlesex 
?-ly choiQo ia as follows: 

I 
1 • Hybrid. Rhodod.endron Lodcri 'King George' 

This magnificent shrub provides attractive f lowers both in bud 
(pink) and when fully open (white), which a!i.so gives a delight­
ful fragrance. I find this hybrid flowers very freely and never 
fails to arouse admiration from everyone wh~ se:os it. I con­
sider thnt it would bo difficult to find an; equal as a showpioco , 
particularly at the far end of a garden. 

.,. 
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2. Species . Rhododendro11 souloi 
The form of this ~pecie::n is so doli ·cntc ond bonut-.iful , oven out of flow~r , that it deserves a locution in uny garden. The s nucor­shapod rose pink fl ower::; ore given very frbely <:;ver y yc:1r. My wife cuts flowers from her every spring and tJ,o f orm is not spoilt, mainly because of tho fairly l oose habit of t his shrub. 

3. liybrid. Lady ChruaburJ.u~.ll 
I would choose this particular hybrid bccuuao of i t s superb dr oop­ing trusses of orango yellow pondant- s hupo4, flowers. i,l though I find that it docs not f l ower quite so frequently as one would like, when it does f l ower the r esults ure so att:Jtactivc that onu forgives its periodiccl l ap ses . Lady Chamberlain ndeds to bo se t, if I possiblc , on rising ground - prcfernbly on :a western loct•.tion to cnablc one to l ook up to the flower trussd in front of evening sunlight - the effect of such light on the :fl ower s i s dramatic. 

! 4. i2.12Qcios - Rhododendr on yakusi mamu:i 
No gardon, large or small, should be witho~t this unusual species . It is normally modest in s izo in most cases, and yet pr ovi des a profusion of flower s all over during flowering time. The buds a r c delica t e ly coloured pink, devel oping i nto rl-acoful boll-shaped whi tc flowers . The unders i de of the leave;f ar c covered with the smooth fawn colou~ed i ndumen tum. 

5. Species - Rhododendron wardii 
As a contrast in colour t o those mentioned before, this species offers a distinct l emon yellow boll shupcd flower which act s as a distinct foil to the rich gr een leaves of\tho s hrub. This rhodo­dendron can achi eve a fairly l a rge stnturo dnd i s therefore a us e­ful background s hrub. The flowers arc prodJcod free ly IJost years and although it flowers early in lipril, it Jvoms to survive frosts very well. \ 

6. Hybrid - Lady Jlla lcol@ Stewart \ My wife w~s givon a young spociocn of this eybrid (Tolly Ho x Purple Splondour) from the l a t o Mr. Adruns A t on who raised it - I beh.evo over 30 yc,ar,s ago. The colour of tl u fl01,ors a rc rich crimson and tho trusses are norwally 5 to 6 • ,ches across . Again, this hybrid i s a very reliable flower er eve year. This shrub flowers lut0 in our garden, a t t he end of J 

Tho sel ection of the above rhododendrons covprs a f lowering period from early April (wardii and souloi) , thr~~gh Ma (Lodcri) , early June (Lady Chamberlain and yakusiraanUtl) to late Juno iith the last of tho six (Lady Malcol1.1 Stewart). 

I would add that all those rhododendrons are none of thou havv suffered at all following the of lost SUIJIIJor ( 1976). However up to tho time o was freely provided. 

hardy and, in addition , 
ovorc drought conditions 
water restrictions , water 

(B) Mr. R. Dudloy-Cooko. Farnha.J:1. Surroy (Organiser, '\'Tcsscx Branch) 
I The t or ms of reference ar e such th!l.t per sonal pr ~fer once is sought r ather than a bal anced selection based upon the oed t o r epr esent an even selection of colour r ange , loaf shape , shap of bush and l e ngth of flowering period. 
1 • 

Thero appears in addition to be no clinatic res triction, thus enabling the inclusion of the more t ender varieties . Havi ng tmdo these assump­tions, I i□mediately proceeded to wri to out a lis't of those rhododen­drons which were an absolute necessity for inclusion. The ·t ot al num­bered thirty two. ilfter further c onsideration and with no certa inty in my mind I finally reached a short list of twelve and I reluctantly discarded the following - 'Cornish Cross', □ainly! because i n my final list of s ix I had other r hododendrons flo1·T~f~ng at this time -'Trelissick Salmon' - a very beautiful and large coral pink and white, but it is not in coillllorco and I have been unable to porsuado tho gardener 
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at Trolissick to tcl::0 an air layvr for uo. 

R.hyporit1™ - 'Polar Bear' und 'Beauty of Trc6ough' - again because other rhododendrons were in flower at the sa□o hoe -and finally ' Royal Flush, Caerhnys Pink'. 

Tho final list of six was thcrofore: 

R.psoudochrysanthuo 

R. 'Tyerl!lannii1 

(for□osum x nuttallii) 

R. 'Bow Bells' 
(Corona x willifillsianUD) 

R.Loderi 'Vonus ' 
(fortunei x griffith­

ianuo) 

R.'Vnnessa Pastel', 
(Soulbut x gricrsonianuo) 

R. 'Leonore' 
( auricul~ tuo x kyaw i) 

I 

This is a delightful jscall plant with a very interesting leaf shape clothing ~he plant to the ground covered in season with two tone pink and white bolls! The general habit and the delicacy of the flowers cmke this a uus t . I 

There is a augnificc~t spcciraon of this hybrid at Glcndurgan ji n Cornwall, growing in the op0n and IJuking a perf0ctly doc0d bush, which I would estiaate to be approximately eight feet high, clo{hed to the ground . The flowers aro a perfecl white trumpet with pinkish coppery mark ngs and with a □agnifi­cent scent . Both th fla,1er shape and the scent are rcuiniscon t of Liliun regal e. This rhododendron wins on all counts as to shape, flowers and scent. I 
I have a particular ~scinution for R.will­iaasianw1 und its ua hybrids, aainly for the flower shape and the shapo of the oval loaf which it uppcars to p ss on to LJost of its progeny. I was t0L,p od ~ o choose . the species itself but finally ~tod for 'Bow Bells ' in slight proforonco to 'April Glow' ( 'Wilgens Ruby' x willioosian ) . 

i 
Mainly for the sheer !size of tho bloom and 
the very delicate shrldo of pink, the shape of the bell and ago.in t~G genorul outline of the shrub. This hybrid • s scented but is not in the sa□o class as 'T cr□o.nnit' . 

This is a colour brei frou tho procoding, 
being a biscuit saloT pink, and was chosen 
for colour and for t1· overall effect of the shrub when in flower, whon evory blooc appears to have a difference ·n colour fro□ its neigh­
bour. 
'Naot1i Astarto' ,ms t 10 other choice in this particular category, ~ut I chose the Vanessa Pastel for its Juno fp..ow0ring. 

I Lastly a very late f~oworing rhododendron to extend the season. · I u□ very addicted to the late floworin~ sorts , as tho season cannot be too long an~ seeing a rhododen­
dron such ns this in ~lower in July gi~es, in addition to its gr a t beauty with looso trusses of pink flowc s , u fooling of having cheated the sehsons. 

On reading the list through, I can aluost hour the cry "what no reds , yellows or bluos~ 11 Hy only answer is tha t in rzy_ original thirty two there wore, but LJY natural preferenco is for pinks and white ond co□binations of thoso colours, which pr0cluded a aer o objective approach when choosing only six rhodendrons. I ao a lso conscious of having failed to include such oagnificent species as R ~-□acubeonUil or sino­grando, and for not having provided u really early flowcror, which is such a wclco□o sight at that tine of yo:xr. 
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J~ ... : ... JL,-~cl son . EYJ::ou tl} 

This qmmtion presents agonising dccisiens for uny eurdonor t c; be 
faced with , c oupurublo w:i. th thc sl. f'iced by the nusic- l oving c.:..s laway 
in the Radi o Progru; u:.;o "Dosert Island Discs" . With great roluctunco, 
I havo doeided t o rule out ull tho uajostic ginnts, such as urborour.i, 
sinoerande, uncubeanUD, und cvcm the superb, sc~ntod I L0d€ris 1 - in 
ny opinion, the finest hybrids over r a ised - and likewise the churning 
□iniatures lik0 trichosto1.1W.1 , scintillans, l opid'otuu, etc ., und confine 
ny u ttentic-ns t o uodiun s ized r hodod1;1ndrons , sui t nbl c for the overage 
aodost sized garden of today . Also , I have included onl y plunts 
r easonably eusily obtainable fro□ specialist rhododendron growers , and 
ster nl y r e jected the teopt ation to include one er two hybri ds of uy own 
r a ising , such a s R . ' Olivo Judson', ono of 1:.y favourites , oven though 
-!;hey nay be starting to bceone uva j_lub l e in t ho trndo , Having l aid 
down those solf-i□posed lir~i t u t i ons, here the n arc i:IY chosen s ix plants. 

1. Rhodendr on 'Olive', ( □oupinonso x duur i cun) • 
I uus t have one really curly rhododendron t o start tho season, 
and here we hnvo a n excellent plant, surprisingly littl e known, 
which 1.my be dcscribod ns an ir.iproved R.Pruocox', wi th lnrger, 
paler and nor e salver-shaped bloorJs , lilac, :i;-ose . blooIJi ng 
succossionally frorJ J a nunry to Ma rch when tl1e wea ther i s open. 

2. Rhododendron 'EL.zubeth '. F . C.C. (forros tii v .rep01~s x grisr soniunuo) 
Too well known to need description, its uassos of clear br ight rod 
blooos give a fine displ ay in the second half of li.pril, on a bush 
usual ly of uodest sizo - a p l ant thut i.,ust be well wutcred in dry 
weather. 

3. Rhododendron duvi dsonianuo , F , C.C. 
1~ bush of upright habit with a pr·ofusion of dainty cloop pink 
flowers with cri□son uarkings i n t he: thr oa.t, in u id- 1\.pril to early 
May, which gives a good show year after you~ without fail. 

I 

4. Rhododendron cinnabarinrn, v.royloi 1 Magni fi~un1 

A shrub sonewhat sioila r in 11abi t to R , davi qsonianuo; its aro□atic 
glr-rncous foliage is attr active a t any sol.\son , but when it is in full 
bloo□ in lute Ma y or June , with its grocefui pendent waxy bells of 
deep pl un-crinson , bearing a whitish blou□ iikc tha t on a ripe p l un, 
it i s a plant that a lways a ttracts adr.iiringlattontion. The bloo□s 
are per haps oven □oro striking when l it up 1fr or.; behind. by the sun, 
lik e g l owing er.;bers . ! 

5. Rhododendr-::m buroo.vii 
A shrub to bo gr own for i ts d:riking f oli nge i dar k gr een a bove , with 
a foxy r ed, suede-like indUBentWJ beneath. It i s u l so a fine sight 
when the year ' s young growth appear s , with f!ilky gol den hai.rs. Tho 
bloous , white flushed pink, with brown speclil.ea i n t he throat, arc 
also quito attractive, though it tends t o bG rathe r shy f l owering, 
particula rly when young. 

6. Rhododendron 1Prin0ess .ll.lice 1 ( ciliutuu x ddgeworthii) 
I l ove t he tender scent ed r hododendr ons of the Maddenii and Edgo­
worthii series, par ticularl y ciliicalyx, ond of the uost beautiful 
of all rhollodondrons, but a l as very t omler. 

1 
R. 'Princess Alice I is 

ouch hardi e r, and t hough l a cking t he exquis~to beauty of R.cilii­
calyx, i s ve r y attr active , with its hairy d rk green f oliage und 
its delico.to pinky whi t o, spicily scontud b]oo1.1s in li.pril-1\foy. 

! . 

(D) Mr. Richar d Murcott . Eust Norwich, N. Y. 

First, I would tako ya.kushit::anurJ , Exbury foru . Its hardiness, gr ow th 
characteristics, beauty i n leuf, flowvr a nd new growth all co1 .. bino t o 
□alee it the uos t spec t acular plant wo can g row on tho East Cous t of tho us.a. Tho Exbury fvr□ is choson , perhaps out of i gnorance of a ll the 
other clones . being gr own, beca use I feel it is tho best exo.opl e of the 
true speci es, being super ior, I beliove , to the FCC f ora which pr oduces 
r euarkably different soodlings whon solfed. Tho Exbury clone • s solfocl 
seedlings uro all vory siuilar to ouch other un(\ t o the oothEJ r plant. 
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Second, I would choos e 'Gi Gi1 • This ~s a Doxtor hybrid which has evorything . Plant hah.i.t is super, l eavds attractive und the flowers, borno abundantly, turn the uountlotl 1

1

plont into a rod 1JL1ster­pioce. Hnrdinoss is top-notch juot in cc.so our now fantasy gnrdon doesn't quite havo perfect weather. 
1 

Thirdly, 1Whoat10y 1
• C.reatod hero in ~ong Island by Howard Phipps, it is tho best pink wo Juve. Fully h0rdy w~th a high perfoct truss of pink, alive with a wh.ito throat, this cult.iv.ur novor di sappoints , It i s so□owhat open gr owing and will tend t o becodo a largo plant, so I'd plnnt it in tho roar of the bod. 1 

I 
Fourth would bo 'Seedling of Pnintod S~nr 1 • This unnru:iod s o~dling is one of the oost Hardgrove hybrids, A lo.:tjgo, full, r ounded truss of wediuo yellow with a perfect collar of brigtit gr een l cavos ookes this ono of uy fnvor:t. tGe~ 1 

Now I'n going to have to bring along a~ least one of oy own seed­lings . I'd choose TT45. This is a picotoc lrhotlodondr on. Tho flower is white with n bright pink edge on the cerollq. Souowhat s low gr owing, it has pre tty good plant habit. j 

Lastly, 'Scintillation', Ono of Mr. Dextor's best creations, A very livoly pink on an i upeccable plant, Ifl •~heatloy' isn't our best pink, then 'Scintillation' certainly is. I~I received its nario because of the scintilla ting col or of its flowers. , 

I expect that by now uost of wy BritisJ readers are scratching their heads wondering whore I got those nru:ies frorj , as I oxpoct tha t none of the1.1 are known in Great Britain. well, I would highly r eco=ond thee to you, no watter how uild your cliaa to, or fo~ that uatter how tough. (On the str ength of this, 11r. Murcott very kindly sont the chairi.:,un cuttings of 'Gi Gi1 , 'Scintillati on' and '~heatlcy1 , hich r ooted under wist with bottoc hoat, and wore potted up affor s~.x r.1 nths. That they cannot exactly bo described us flourishing now onl reflects the cha inian' s lack of skill as a propagator) 



RHODODEl\'DRON !,ND CAMELLIA. GROUP 

SPRING TOUR 1978 - SOUTH ·,-fJ,LES 

Arrangements have now beeu made f'or me1rbers of the Group to visit gardens in 
South Vlal es and on the English border in the first v1eek of May, immediately after 
the Rhododendron Shm7 in 1978. Leaving Lond0n at teatime on the first day of the 
show, which will be on Wednesday , 3rd Mo.y , it should ibe possible to be o. t the 
Severn Bridge on the M4 in a couple of hours . The f'irst garden t~ be visited is 
a few mil es on the Engl ish side of the border in Gloucestershire; there follow 
five gardens in Monmouthshire, Glamnrganshire and Pembrokeshire, and the last 
garden on Sunday, 7th Mo.y, is just back in England, in Herefordshire . Three 
nights v,ill be spent in Wales . 

Thursday 
4-th May 

Friday 
5th l.!ay 

Saturday 
6th May 

Sunday 
7th May 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

( 5) 

(6) 

(7) 

:.ssemble at Lydney Park, I.zy-dney (Chepstow 9; Gloucester 19) 
Lunch at I.zy-dney Park. 

The YeTT Tree, I.zy-dart, nr. Monmouth (about 18 miles) 
Block booking f er night at the P0sti House, Cardiff (36 miles) 

Visit Pare Ccfn- On, Lisvane (3m.) 
Lunch at the Post House. 

Visit Penllyn Castle, Cowbridge (15m) Madeira with Mr. and Mrs. Cory I Block booking for night at Haver­fordwest ( 81m. 1J+8/N+O). 

10 am by kind invitation 
cf Viscount Bled­

islne, 

2 , 30 pm by kind invitation 
of Lt.Com . Anthony 
Collett . 

9 , 3C o.m By kind invi tation 
of the City of 
Cardiff, 

2 , 30 pm By kind invitation 
of Christopher 

Cory Esq. 

Visit Picton Castle (7m , ) 10 . 00 am By kind invitation 
of Major the Hon. 
R.H. Philips and Lunch at Bush Inn, Llandissilio (5m) Lady Marivn Philips Visit Blaokaldcrn, Narberth (5m,) Tea at Blaokaldern, 

2, 30 pm By kind invitation 
of Mrs . de Quincey 

Spend night probably at Llandridnod \Wells or Buil th Wells (70m . ) \ 
Visit Hargest Croft, Kington Lunch at Hargest Croft Disperse 4- pm. 

I 
(21m) I 10, 00 am By kind invitation 

of R.A. Banks Esq . 
and W. L. Banks Esq. 

Will members of tho Group kindzy l ot the Secret~ry knm1, not later than 15th 
February, "11hether they intend to take part, for the w~ole or po.rt of the tour, and 
whether they prefer to make their own arrangements fo accommodation apd for trans­
port, or would like to to.lee advantage 0f block bookin ,sat hotels, and a coach 
probablY l eaving Gloucester about 9 am on Thursday, 4th May, o.nd returning there 
about 5,30 pm on Sunday, 7th? /.lso whether they would: like a lecture/discussion 
to be arranged one evening, probabzy at the Post House, at Cardiff? 

(Proforma overl eaf) 


